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Abstract. The article deals with the proЫems of Maritime Education in Georgia, perspective ways of the 
Higher Education reform implementation in connection with the requirement of IMO, National 
Legislation and Lisbon Strategy. The place of maritime education in the system of education of Georgia 
and the legislative documents on which maritime education is based are shown in the article. System of 
education of Georgia and, particularly, system of higher education are described. On the example of 
reform of maritime education in Georgia, we have shown the ways to harmonize the requirements of 
general documents of Bologna Process with IMO requirements to maritime education. We are certain 
that general qualification requirements to the levels of higher education described in DuЬlin Descriptors 
fully conform to training of seafarers of different levels of responsiЬility described in STCW convention. 

1. А BRIEF HISTORY OF МЕТ IN GEORGIA 

Maritime education has а century history in Georgia. The first maritime courses were founded in Poti in 
1901. The Military Maritime College was functioning in Batumi since 1921, and Maritime Industrial 
Technical Secondary School was functioning since 1929. 

In 1944 Batumi Maritime Technical Secondary School was reorganized into Batumi Maritime College. 
During its 50-years history Batumi Maritime College played an important role in development of 
Maritime Business in Georgia. About 5 thousand specialists with high qualification were educated at 
Batumi Maritime College for Marine Fleet. 

In 1990 on basis of Batumi Maritime College the Training-Consultation Centre was opened. It received 
the status of Consultation Point ofNovorossiysk Higher Maritime-Engineering College which since 1992 
was functioning as Batumi Higher Maritime College. 

In 1994 on basis of decision taken Ьу the Govemment of Georgia this college received cuпent status -
status of Batumi State Maritime Academy. 

In 2006 when the process of education reforms started in Georgia, on basis of decision taken Ьу 
govemment of Georgia Batumi State Maritime Academy received today' s status - Legal Entity of PuЫic 
Law - Batumi Maritime Academy (ВМА). 

There are three МЕТ institutions ( all institution located in Batumi) in Georgia: 

1. Legal Entity of PuЫic Law - ВМА. 
2. Maritime Training Centre -ANRI (LTD). 
3. Batumi Navigation Institute (LTD). 

All ВМА and other МЕТ institutions activities are regulated not only Ьу National Legislature but also Ьу 
Intemational Norms and Standards. Requirements of Intemational Maritime Organization regarding 
qualification of maritime staff are given in the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW 78/95). Maritime education in Georgia is regulated 
Ьу three laws (see Fig. l ): 

1. Law of Seafarer' s Training and Certification of Georgia (2000); 
2. Law of Нigher Education of Georgia (2005); 
3. Law of Vocational Education of Georgia (2007). 
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ThecontrolofIMOrequlrementSrealizationinthesphereofMaritimeEducationinGeorglaisunderthe

COntrOloftheMaritimeTransportDepartmentandNationalLegiSlativeissuesareinthecompetenceo釘

GeorglanEducationandScienceMinistry．

Fig．1．RegulationMETinGeorgla

MaritimeTranSPOrtdepartment，tOgetherwithGeorglanGovememntfor20yearsactivelycooperates

WithIMOandotherintemationalorganizations：

qInJune1993GeorgiabecametheIMOmember・

」n1994－1995Georglajoined25intemationalmaritimeIMOandUNConventions．

－In1998TheLawofGeorgiaonMaritimeAreasofGeorgia（regulatingthestatusofmaritime

areas）wasadopted．

－In1999Vessels Registration Regulations，MaritimeIncidentsInvestigation Regulations，

Maritime Mortgage Registration Regulations，Harbour Master Regulations，Pilot Service

Regulationswereadopted．

－In2000thefollowlng Laws were adopted：On Training and Certincation ofSeafarers，1n

accordancewithSTCW78／95，andOnMaritimeSearchandRescueService．

－In2001GeorglaWaSincludedintotheIMOHWhiteListH・

－In2002GeorgianPortsRegulations（regulatingnavigationrules，POrtCuStOmSClausesandporc

Safbty，naVigationrules）wereadopted，ResearchCentrewasestablishedinordertocarryout

SCientincinvestigations，eStablishmentofnationaleducationalliteratureandnewtechnoIogleS．

－In2002－200332Agreements ofUndertaking on Recognition ofSeafarers’Certi坑cates o釘

CompetenCyWereCOnCludedandtheworkinthisdirectionisstillbeingcarriedout・
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JnMay，2004IMOMSCcon坑rmedthepositionofGeorglaintheIMOSTCW㍑WhiteListM・

2．THENATIONALEDUCATIONSYSTEM

Ahighereducationestablishmentistheimportantfactorofgrowthandcompetitivenessofthecountry
andplays akeyroleinreforms ofEU memberand partnerstates・Highereducation upgradewas

recognizedasthebasicconditionforsuccessofLisbonstrategywhichtheEuropeanUnionbeganin

March，2000andwhichasplrlngthemodernizationofeconomicandsocialsystemswithinEU・Upgrade

of higher education of EUis clearly statedin communications of the European Commission

“MobilizationofintellectualeliteofEurope：grantingofpossibilityofuniversitiestomaketheirfull

contributiontoLisbonStrategy乃andHUpgradeofuniversities：Education，reSearChandaninnovationH・

In2003GeorgiabeganthetransfbrmationofhighereducationsystemaccordingtotheprlnCiplesof

BolognaprocesswhichisactivelysupportedbytheEuropeanCommission・

Thestructur占ofschooIsystem－ElementaryschooIcomprises6years．Basic（compulsory）schooI

comprlSeS3years・After graduation ofthe basic schoolagraduate has admittance to Vocational

Education．

Before2007（acceptanceofGeorgianParliamentoftheLawofProfessionalEducation，therehadbeen

threelevelsofprofbssionaleducation－Basic，SecondaryandtheHigher）・

The existed system did not correspond the market requlrementS・The problem was that only

4－5％ofthegraduateswererequiredbythemarket・Theprofoundreforminthespherebeganin2007・

Thesystemofthemanagement，themethodologicalsphere，andthesystemofqualincationweredeeply

reformed．Insteadoftheexistedthreelevelstwolevelsoftheprofbssionaleducationwereadopted・The

aimofthereformbecamethetargetpreparationofhighly－quali且edspecialistsintheshortperiodoftime・

SecondaryEducationcomprlSeS3yearsanditsgraduationagraduatereceivesasecondaryschoolleavlng

Certincate（seeFig．2）．

HigherEducationalSystem：

Thereare thefollowingtypes ofhigher educationinstitutionsin Georgia：College，Institute，and

University．Thereisathree－CyClesysteminGeorgia：Bachelor’SProgramme－240ECTScredits；Master’S

Programme－120ECTScreditsandDoctoralProgramme－180ECTScredits・

ThereisaCertifiedSpecialist－SProgrammethatrepresentsashortcyclewith120－180ECTScredits・

Certined Specialist－SProgramme－foradmissionto thislevelofstudy a secondaryschooILeavlng

Cert漬cateisrequired．ARercompletionofthisprogrammeagraduateisawardedaCertiBedSpecialist’s

Diploma，thosewithexcellentmatksareawardedaDiplomawithHonour．

Bachelor－SProgramme－foradmissiontothislevelofstudyaSecondarySchooILeavlngCertincateis

required．AftercompletionofthisprogrammeagraduateisawardedtheBachelor’sdegree（Diploma），

thosewithexcellentmarksareawardedaDiplomawithHonours．

Master▼S Programme－the owner ofBachelor’s or the relevant degreeis eligible fbr a Master－s

programme．ARercompletionofthisprogrammeagraduateisawardedtheMaster－sdegree（Diploma），

thosewithexcellentmarksareawardedaDiplomawithHonours．

DoctoralProgramme－theownerofMaster’sortherelevantdegreeiseligibleforadoctoralprogramme・

ARercompletionoftheprogrammeanddefenseofaPhDthesisagraduateisawardedtheDoctorIs

Degree（Diploma）．

AccesstoHigherEducationInstitution：
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OnlytheapplicantswhohavesuccessfullypassedtheUninedNationalExaminationsareeligiblefbrstate

accreditedprogrammesatanaccreditedhighereducationinstitution．

Fig．2．SchematicReviewofGeorglanEducationSystem
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3．METOFTHEBASICEDtJCATIONALESTABLISHMENTINGEORGIA－BMA

BMAisthebasiceducationalestablishmentofGeorgia・TheincorporationofInternationalStandardsin

preparationofspecialistsisimplementedon basisofcooperation with suchauthoritative centresof

maritime education as SouthamptonMaritimeInstitute，AdmiralMakarov State Maritime Academy，

MaritimeFacultyofIstanbulTechnicalUniversityandWorldMaritimeUniversityinMalmo，Gdynia

MaritimeUniversityandOdessaNationalMaritimeAcademy．OurAcademyisamemberofTraining－

MethodologicalUnionofhighermaritimeinstitutionsoftheRussianFederation・

Since　2000　the world－reCOgnizedInternational QualityManagement SystemIS0　9001：2000is

incorporatedattheAcademyaccordingtotherequlrementSOfInternationalConventionSTCW78／95・

The system ensures conformityin respect of development of educational programs，methods of

instruction and Maritime higher Education specialists traininginaccordance withIntemationaland

NationalrequlrementSOfMaritimeLaw．BatumiMaritimeAcademylSOneOfthenrstinstitutionsinpost－

SOVietareainwhichthissystemhasbeenincorporated．

In2006BMAjoinedtheIntemationalAssociationofMaritimeUniversities（IAMU）．Theaimofthis

AssociationistorenderactualmethodicandacademicassistancetoHigherMaritimeInstitutionsinsuch

questionaspreparationofhighly－quali鮎dmaritimespecialists．

AtpresenttwohcultiesfunctionatBatumiMaritimeAcademy：MaritimeandBusinessandManagement

Faculty．TrainingandCertificationCentrealsofunctionsattheAcademy．

MaritimeFacultyfunctionsattheAcademysince1992．1tcomprisesthreespecialties：MarineNavigation，

MarineEngineeringandElectricalEngineering．Duringthistimethefacultyhasprepared2000highly－

qualifiedmaritimespecialists．ThehighpercentageofemploymentofgraduatestudentsofBMA（88％of

Navigational，70％ofMarineEngineeringandalmostallElectricalEngineeringgraduates）indicateshigh

levelofMaritimeeducationinGeorgla．

Educationalprograms are compiled according toIntemationalMaritime Organization recommended

Model coursesandin complianCe With STCW78／95requlrementS．Educationalprogram meet the

requirementsLawofSeafarer’sTrainingandCertincationofGeorgia（2000），LawofHigherEducation

OfGeorgia（2005），andLawofVocationalEducationofGeorgia（2007）．

When the Law on Vocational Education was ratiBed，BMA developed and presented two higher
PrOfessionaleducationalprograms（”MarineNavigation”and“Marine Engineering”everyone on180

ECTScredits）andtwoprogramsofthenrst（support）level（“AbleSeamen》and“Motormen”everyone

ibrlOmonthsoftraining）fortheStateAccreditation．

Programsofthe丘rst（SuPPOrt）levelaretrainedintheTrainingandCerti丘cationCentre．

MaritimeFacultyhasBachelor（MarineNavigation，MarineEngineeringandElectricalEngineering）and

Vocational（higherprofessional－MarineNavigationandMarineEngineering）educationalprograms．

ThecurriculumofBachelorProgramconsistsof240ECTScredits，1ECTScreditisequalt029astronomic

hours．Oneacademicyearconsistsof42weeks．Thedurationofstudiesis4yearsand12monthcadets

haveshipboardtrainingonvesselsoftheleadingshipplngCOmPanies．

ThecurriculumofVocational（higherprofbssional）Programconsistsof180ECTScredits．Thedurationof

Studiesis3yearsand12month cadets have shipboardtrainingon vessels oftheleading shipplng

COmpanies．

At present900Cadets study by the Bachelor Program and160cadets by the Vocational（higher

PrO免ssional）Program．
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Theprocessofstudiesatthefacultyincludesclassicalstudiesatauditoryandalsothemodemmethodsof

traininguslngthelatestsimulatorandinfbrmationcomputertechnologleS・Thisisappliedastogeneralas

Welltospecialcourses・DuringthewholeperiodofstudiesthecadetsaretaughttheEnglishlanguage・

Cadetsreceivethe丘rsttrainingpracticeonthebasisexistedattheAcademy－intackle，locksmith，and

tumer，S，electricandgaswelding，electricinstallationworkshops・Cadetsreceivethesecondpractice

ShipboardtrainingonvesselsofauxiliaryneetofBatumi，PotiandKuleviseaPortswheretheymaster

howtofulmldutiesofsailors，mOtOrmen，electricianSandgetpracticalworkingskills necessaryfbr

Ships’rank．

Afterthetheoreticalcoursecadetshaveshipboardtraining，Onboardthelongvoyageoceanneetvessels

wheretheymasterspecialtiesofjuniorofncers：Navigationalwatch，EngineerlngWatChandelectrician・

Onthebasisofthetrainingprocessandbachelor’sprdectresultsthecadetsareglVenthecorrespondent

bachelor，sacademicdegreeinNavigation，MarineEngineerlngandElectricalEngineerlng・

AfterthisthecadetspassqualincationexaminationinspecialtyattheAcademy・Onthebasisofthis

examinationMaritimeTransportDepartmentofGeorglaissuesnrstCertincateofCompetencyfbrOfBcer

inchargeofanavigationalwatch，OfncerinchargeofanenglneerlngWatCh，andelectricianofsecond

class according to GeorglanLaw on Seafarers Training and Certincation，2000andInternational

ConventionSTCW78／95．

TheAcademyensuresthetrainingandcertincationofitsgraduatecadetsinallmandatorycourses

whicharenecessaryforworkonvesselsaccordingtotherequlrementSOfInternationalConvention

（STCW78／95）．

The graduates ofBachelorProgramcan occupytheposition ofncerincharge rt砂eratibnalLeveO

includingthechiefmateposition（SeCOndengineer）andmaster（Chiefengineer）仰ねnL7gementLeve〃in

conformityWiththerequirementsofGeorgianLawonSeafarersTrainingandCertincation，2000・The

graduatesofVocational（higherprofbssional）Programcanoccupyonlytheofncerinchargeposition

坤grαわ〃αエgγgり（seeFig・3）・

SixdepartmentsareCOOPeratedwithinthefaculty・Theyare‥Navigation，MarineEngineering，Electrical

Engineerlng，ForelgnLanguages，ExactandNaturalSciences，GeneralTechnicalSu句ectsDepartments・

TheAcademicstaffofthefacultyiscomposedof13profbssors，16associateprofessors，18assistant

profbssorsand60assistantlecturers・Amongtheabove－mentionedstaffthereare8MastersMariners，

7ChiefEngineers，4ElectricalEngineers，SOmeOfthemareactingmarinersthe othershavearich

experienceofworkonboardthevessels・

Since2006thenewTrainingandCerti鮎ationSimulatorCentrefunctionsattheAcademy・Theaimof

thiscentreistotrain，retrainandcertifythestudentsandmarinefleetspecialistsusingmodemSimulator
technicalmeans．

TheprocessoftralnlngattheCentreiscarriedoutaccordingtothemodelcoursespreparedbyIMO，the

IntemationalConvention（STCW78／95）andtherequirementsoftheNationalTransportDepartment・The

trainingcoursesattheCentrearedividedintothreecategories‥

1・TrainingandCertincationinaccordancewiththeHMandatoryHprograms，bythenewwordingof

theIntemational（STCW78／95）．

2・Training and certincation of sea蝕・erS and shipplng COmpanies staffaccording to‘Non

MandatoryHprogramsconnectedtotheneetmanagement，Shipssafboperationandpreventionof

environmentalpollution．

3．Specializedcourses－WOrk＆ithspecialequipmentoncertaintypesofshipsorothercourses

requiredbyshipowner，ShipplngOrCreWlngCOmPaniesorotherorganizations・
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Fig・3．TheCertincatesofCompetency（Deck）accordingtotheSTCWandLawofSeafarer’sTrainingand

Cert漬cationofGeorgia（2000）
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AllinstructorsoftheTrainingCentreholdthecertincatesofspeeialinstructorsissuedbytrainingcenters

Of simulator manufhcturlng COmPanies・The certincates　are reCOgnized by Maritime Transport

DepartmentofGeorgla．

Forthepurposeoftrainingandcertincationtheworld－famoussimulatorsystemsproducingcorporation

”TRANSASSettheStandard’S”simulatorsystemsareusedattheAcademy．

Integratednavlgationalsimulator－Navi－TrainerProfbssiona14000including－instructor，sworkplaces，

mainnavigationalbridgewithrealequlpment，Visualizationandadditionalnavlgationalbridge．

GMDSSsimulatorTGS4100including－linstructor’sand6trainee’sworkplaces，OnerealGMDSS

SyStemWOrkplace．

EngineRoomSimulatorERS4000including－linstructor’sand4traineesworkplaces，COmputer－based

electricalplantandallequipmentandsystemsofreal－Sizeengineroomoftankertypeship．

SincetheAcademyhasjoinedBolognaprocesstrainingsareintensivelyheldattheAcademywhere

European credit system；Curricula and syllabusesin allsubjectsfor recelVlng the qualification on
bachelor，slevelarediscussed．

Thespecialists丘omothercountriesareinvitedtotheAcademy・Duringthelasttwoyearsspecialists

録omCanada，theUkraine，GreeceandTurkeyvisitedandsharedtheirexperiencewiththeAcademy．

Profbssors’andLecturer’SoftheAcademyweresentonbusinesstripstoRussia，theUkraine，Poland，

Holland，GermanyGreeceandSweden．

QACC－Qual摘cationAssessmentCommissionofCompetency．

COC－CertincatesofCompetency．

00W－OfncerinchargeOfthewatch．

TRB－TrainingRecordBook．

4．CONCLtTSIONS

MaritimeAcademylSmanagedbythequalinedandinnovation－aimedadministration．InouroplnlOn，the

PrOblemistherequlrementSOftheGeorglanLawontheHighereducationwhich，beingacceptablefbrbig

universities，are，atthesametimelesse脆ctiveforsmallspecializedinstitutionslikeBMA．

Atthe currentlevelofdevelopmentwethinkthatthekeyproblemforBMAisthelackofretrain

COnditionsoftheteachingstaft

Itis especiallyconnectedwiththeinstructorsofthe specialsubiectswhohavenoexperienceofthe

SailingonboardthemodernShips．

UndertheGeorgianLawonHigherEducationeachprofbssorhasarightofone－yearPaidvacationwith
theaimofprofbssionalskillsretrainingandrefreshment．

ThekeyproblemofthisarticlerealizationisthehighprlCefbrseatrainingfbrtheinstructorsofspecial

Su句ects．

Thesalaryoftheinstructoroftheacademyislowerthanthesalaryoftheactingmariner，that’Swhyitis

VeryhardtoinvoIvetheactingmarinerstotheeducationprocess．Thesecondproblemisthatnoall

marinerscanbeanef臨ctiveteacher．

TakinglntO aCCOuntthe above problemsIMO has developed specialmethods ofpreparlng maritime

Omcerstoacademiccareerwhichhelpthemtoleammethodsoftrainingtheyoungpeoplebothonboard

andshore．

OneofthemeanstoinvoIvetheexperiencedmariners（nrstofallmastersandchiefengineers）istogive

thempossibilitytoactatAcademytobetweenthevoyages・
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ThecurriculumoftheAcademyisbasedonIMOSTCW78／95requlrementSandatthesametimethe

requlrementSOfcrewlngCOmPanies，beingthekeyemployersofthecadetsundertheexistedcontactsare

takenintoconsideration．

WepositivelyestimatethecooperationwiththecrewlngCOmPanies．InouroplnlOnthecooperationwith

themwillbemore usefulinthecasethecompanieswillgrowtheir坑nancialshareinthe sphereof

Maritimeeducation．
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